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GOVERNOR’S MESSAGE. 


Gentlemen of the Legislative Assembly of Colorado Territory : 


The circumstances that surround us make it ~an occasion 
that calls for expressions of gratitude to God—the Supreme 
Ruler and Benefactor—that amid the fierce strife and bloody 
conflicts of the past year, our national existence and our na- 
tional honor have been maintained ; that the people of ovr 
own Territory have been generally loyal and law -abiding ; 
that the Indian tribes by which we are surrounded, have been 
quiet and peac»able; that almost universal health has been 
enjoyed, and that continued rich discoveries and the largely 
increased yield from the mineral treasures of our mountains 

` have infused life anl acuvity into every avenue of business, 
repaid with certainty th» hand of industry, and scattered the 
smiles of prosperity in profusion around ui Although the 
war still rages, the puriot has grounds for hope that the in- 
famous hand of rebellion will soon be stricken down forever ; 
that the majesty of law, and the power and permanency of 
free government will be asserted in the triumph of our arms, 
and that our country shall speedily enter upon that great ca- 
reer of prosperity which will inevitably follow. Then it will 
continue to be a source of just pride to all the inhabitants of 
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Colorado, that in the great struggle, though far from the 
scenes of conflict, she furnished as many soldiers, in propor- 
tion to her population, as any other part of the country; and 
that, tested by fcrced marches and upon the battle field, their 
patient endurance and heroic daring were excelled by none. 

I regret that the ume since the laws of the Territory have 
been published, and the extent of experience under them are 
so limited, that their defects are scarcely known; yet a few 
are so dpparent that you wili at once perceive the propriety of 


a change. . 
i SUBJECTS“ FOR LEGISLATION. 
Counties. 
l would call ywr attention to the propriety of consolidating 


such of the counties now Lud out as are not able to bear the 
expenses of a county organization, wuh one or more of hose- 
adjicent; the extent of population and not cf territory. fr- 
ing the true basis for determining county hues, In this con- 
nection, I would also suggest the propriety of iusposing the 
duties of several offices upon one individual iu spirs !y setiled 
coun'ies, so that municipal regulations and the benefiss of gos. 
erninent may be enjoyed by al!, without the expenses incurred 
being onerous upon them. I would also suggest the passage 
of a law by which counties not having properly qualified ffi- 
cers may be able to effect an organiza.ion. 


Legislative Districts. 
As a proper distrieung of the Territory for members of the 


Legislative Assembly will engage your attention. and muke 
a new call for the general election necessary, it might be well, 
in order to give more time for proper notice, that the period 


for the general election be changed to a later day in the 


Autumn, which it is believed would be more convenient to the 
public at large. 


Mining Laws 
As mining is the most important interest in the Territory, 


and at the same time the most difficult for which to legislate 
properly, I wouid call your special a.tention to some of 1.5 wants, 
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Mining claims are properly regulated by miners’ laws, and 
one of those laws in almost every district in the Territory 
has determined that lode claims shall be regarded as real es- 
tate, although as destitute of the attributes of reality as a lease- 
hold, the General Government never having passed title there- 
to; and it has been adjudged that this miners’ law, requiring 
lode claims to be regarded as real estate, brings questions of 
the tile to them within that provision of the Organic Act 
which says, “That Justices of the Peace and Probate Courts 
shall not have jurisdiction of any matter in controversy where 
the tide or boundaries of land may be in dispute." This has 
led t^ much embarrassment, expense, and delay in t^e settle- 
ment of questions reiatinz to claims of small value. I would 


therefore suggest that a law be enacted, so explanatory of the" 


miner.’ real estate chin regulations, as that questions involv- 
ing utle to claiins shall not be subject to such construction. In 
the same connection, and for the same reasons, I would sug- 
gest the propriety of memorializing Congress for such an 
amendment to the Organic Act as will increase the jurisdic- 
tion of the inferior courts to qu-stions involving larger sums. 

The greatest source of embarrassment to the developement 
of the mining interests of the country, is found in the miners’ 
law by which lode claims are held as real estate, or by per- 
manent and unconditional title. It has given rise to a wide 
spread and unlimited speculation in claims, by non-resident 
and non-mining holders. 


Parties never designing to do anything for the development 

of the country, or te test the value of a single claim, obtain 
- possession of large numbers of them, let them lie without con- 
tributing in the least to the expense of our government, until 
the toiling industry of others shali have tested their value, 
when, like the drone, they reap the benefits of the toil of 
others ; and shutting the doors of large districts against men 
who come to invest their capstal'and devote their enegies in 
Working our mines, they drive them from the country, or push 


, 
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them beyond the boundaries of the speculator’s possessions. 
While actual miners should have the privilege of ample room 
secured to them for all resonable enlargement of their opera- 
tions, some law that should mike a certain amount of actaa| 
developement on claims within a given time necessary to 
their continued possession, as in other mining countries, 
would add larzely to the true interests of the miner, and tead 
rapidly to develop the country in wealth and population. 
Probate. : ; . ies 

I would cail your attention to the propriety of amending the 
law of probate, so that small esta'es can be settled more 
promptly, and with less expense ard delay. 

Forcible Entry and Detainer. 

The law regulating actions of forcible entry and detainer 
should, if practicable, be made more simple in its operation. 
Malitig Law. 

The miliva law should be amended so as to make it less 
complex and expensive, and more closely to adapt it to the 
convenience of the people and the necessities for its operation. 
This I deem of the utmost importance, in view of the fact that 
we are surrounded by large tribes of Indians, for the contin- 
uance of whose friendly disposiien our best guaranty is in the 
strong arm of military protection ; and it is the more import- 
ant, since the General Government has called away to posts 


of duurer our volunteers, as fast as they could be enlisted. 
School Fund. 


‘Ihe tact that a very numerous people are destined soon to 
make this Territory uot.only a place in which to seek for for- 
tune, but also, where they will find their permanent bomes, 
makes the question of proper provisions for the education of 
the youth a matter of the greatest importance to the future 
welfare of society. The provision of the Organic Act reserv- 
ing the usual quantity of school lands, must be to a great ex- 
tent useless, as all the valuable farming lands will be occupied 
by settlement in advance of surveys, and the mineral lands 
cannot be reserved from the miners’ occupation; some plan, 
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therefore, different from those that have been adopted in 
other new States and Territories, for securing the end, mus; 
be devised here, or our Territory and State when it shall be 
organized, will be destitute of a schoo] fund. Whether a law 
that shall secure to the Territory for the use of schools, a 
claim on every newly discovered lode, which having the 
sanction of Congress would secure said claims 1n fee simple, 
may not be passed without injustice to anyone, and with the 
Prospect cf securing a rich endowment for all the educational 
enterprises that the future may demand, is a question that I 
most earnestly commend to your consideration. 
Penitentiary. : 

The difficulty of securing: from escape persons charged 
with and convicted of crimes, 1s one of the greatest impedi- 
ments in the way of making the certamty of punishment exert 
its salutary influence in the prevention of crime. I trust that 
an appeal to Congress for aid in the erection of a prison, to 
relieve this great difficulty in the administration of justice, 
both under the laws of Congress and of the Territory. would 
not be made in vain. 

Corporations. 
To facilitate the organization of corporate companies, for 


the prssecution' of any and all lawful and proper pursuits, I 
would advise the passage/st general laws, so that all persons 
may enjoy equal rights ‘and privileges under them, and none 
be permitted to do business, in a corporate name, without the 
proper safeguards for the protection of the public. 

The granting of exclusive rights and privileges—always of 
doubtful propriety—cannot be too sedulously guarded against 
in & newly organized community, where the future wants of 
the country and its prospective condition &re so difficult to be 
understood and foreseen. And it is always desirable to avoid 
local legislation except in-absolutely necessary cases. 


A Code of Laws. ] 
As it will be impossible for the present or ‘any future see- 


sion, which shall be restricted to a term of forty days, to 
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properly dizest and carefully prepare a full code of Statute 
laws for the Territory, I would recommend that the app*inte 
ment of a commission be authorized for the pu: pose, its labors 
to be submitted for the action. of the next ses».on of the Legs 
islative Assembly. 

Collection of Taxes. 

In some parts of the Territcry the collection of the taxes’ 
has not been properly provided for, and while it is a duty to 
make such provision, so that the expense of the Govern- 
ment may be equitably borne by all, it will be, proper to bear 
in mind that the people generally are not able to pay the 
heavy burdens which a want of strict economy in the expen- 
ditures you mav authorize, would entail upon you. 


Extinction of Indian Title. 

The fact that the Indian title has not been extinguished t° 
a large part of the domain of the Territory, including much 
of that now occupied by settlers, renders the position of the 
inhabitants thereon one of uncertaiaty, end caila for acuon on 
the part of the General Goverameut. And as I have called 
the attention of the Department, and throush u that of Con- 
gress to the subject, without securing the action desired, I 
would recommecd that the matter be pr ‘sented again to the 
Commissioner of Indian affairs, the Secretary of the Interior, 
and to Congress, with the weight of an earnest memorial 
from your honorable body, asking that treaties be authorized 
with the Ute Apache, Kiowa and Camanche Indians of the 
South and West, and with the Ogallalla Sioux Indians of the 
north part of the Territory, providing for the extinction of 
their titlé to such parts of the Territory as may not be perma- 
nently reserved to them. 

Such are a few of the most important of the many subjects 
for legislation to which .I might call your attention with 


* 


G 


e 


E 4 - " 


. 


+ 


gaat: A Sh OEC Á C al Tocem. MS và am ap tocum, mmn er m 


LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY OF COLORADO. 9 


NATURAL RESOURCES OF THE TERRITORY. 

Before closing, however, allow me to congratulate you upon 
the rapidly accumulating evidences;ot the natural resources of 
Colorado Territory. To the extent and richness of her mines, 
to the exceedingly nutritious pasturage of her plains, and the 
fertility of her valleys, I may be allowed to make a passing 
reference. . 

It ig estimated by those best informed on the subject, that 
the gold product of the present will be at ieast double that of 
any former year; * and that the gold mining country has as 
yet been but partially prospected. New and rich discoveries 
are constantly being made; the art of mining is daily being 
improved, and adapted to the peculiarities of our mines ; while 
an annual increase of the home supply of the necessaries of 
life is tending to diminish the expense of living. 

The mining country that has already attracted attention, 
and is partially developed, may properly be comprised in two 
regions, more commonly known: as the “Gregory” and the 


“Buchskin Joe." 


The Gregory Region. 
The Gregory region extends from Gold Hill to Empire 


City, a distance of about thirty miles along the base of the 
Snowy Range, and will average at least ten miles in width; 
making three hundred square miles of gold-bearing mountains. 
‘The veins of quartz are found throughout this region within 
an average distance of one hundred feet of each other. They 
are by the mining laws divided into claims of one hundred 
feet in extent, making surfacé enough on quartz-lodes in this 
region alone for over eight hundred thousand claims. These 
veins are from six inches to nine feet in thickness, and vary 
even more in their richness ; from those that will not pay at 
all to those that produce the richest ore that has been found 
in any part of the world. This ore is principally compcsed 


* A careful inquiry as to the present product of the mills and mines m a circle of 
three miles in the Gregory district, places ıt at 395.000,00 per week, or at the rate 
of nearly $5,000,000,00 per annum ; and it is said to be steadily increasing. 
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of the sulphuret of iron (iron pyrites.) That which yield: 
twelve dollars per ton pays expenses. That im most of the 
lodes now worked. pays on an average three times that 
amount, while in some instances it yields one hundred and 
fifty, two hundred, and even as high as five hundred dollars 
per'ton, treated by the stamping process. This ore yields 
upon analysis, from three to six times as much gold as cap 
be saved by the crushers, giving in some instances even what 
appears to be fabulous results.] A rule in working the mines 
that seems to be very uniform, and commands general confi- 
dence among miners, is, that the deeper the mine js penetrated, 
the richer the ore becomes. It is regarded as an entitely 
safe caléulation, to expect large profits from a mine that barely 
pays expenses at or near the surface. 


The Buckskin Joe Region. 

‘About thirty miles South of Gregory, lies a much more ex- 
tensive, though less developed region. It includes that par! 
of the snowy-range where the waters of the South Platte and 
Arkansas Rivers on the East, and the Piney and Blue Rivers, 
branches of the Colorado, on the West, have their sources 
called by the not very elegant sobriquet of Buckskin Joe. 
This is the most extensive, and probably the richest mining 
country in the Territory. From the Pollock to the Mosquito 
districts, and extending about five miles in width, is found the 
only part of this region in which the quartz lodes have been, 
worked. But the rich gulch mines, found along the three 
crests of the snowy-range that extend thence northerly twen- 
ty miles to Georgia Gulch and Tarryall, southerly fifty miles 


to Lost Canon and Arkensas mines, westerly ninety miles to 


Washington Gulch, show, by the uniform law that gold 
bearing quartz lodes are always found near rich gulch tuine», 
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7 Dr D. W. King, of Empire City, As't Surgzoon Zd Regt Col. Vols., hus dide 
many analyses of this ore, using one oz. of pulverized pyrite« euch time, with results 
varyitig from threo bundied and tweuty to two thotsand two hundred and forty 
dollars per ton. Other analyses, with equally favorable resulta, have been roported 
to me, as having Béen tuatte by various othor partios. á 
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that this region must extend one hundred and sixty miles 
along the ‘course of these snowy ranges, by from five to fif- 
teen miles in width. i 

At least the recently discovered mines of great richness at 
the remote westerly limit of this region, called Waskington, 
Kents and Ohio Gulches, with the California and Cash Creel 
mines intermediate, prove either that this field is thus exten- 
sive, or that this extent'of. country contains „several large and 
rich mining regions. Where full exammatión has been made, 
the-quartz lodes in this region average one for every two 
hundred feet, with crevices from eighteen inches to forty feet 
in width, and yielding the gold bearing pyrites of great rich- 
ness, much nearer the surface than in any other mines. If 
the richest quartz lodes may be expected where the best pay- 


-ing gulch mines are found this region wil! excel any other 


yet found in the Rocky Mo ntains. 
The Plains. 
That portion of the Territory extending one hundred, and 


fifty miles Eastward from the base of the Rocky Mountains, 
called the plains, being mostly high, rolling and dry prairie, 
is covered with the peculiar buffalo and bunch grasses. ‘It is 
furrowed up with a great number of streams, along which lie 
fertile valleys. At the sources of these streams, between the 
waters of the Platte and of the Arkansas, nearly in the middle 
of the Territory, extending seventy-five miles East from the 
mountains, is a dividing ridge, elevated about one thousand 
feet above the general level of the plains. Along this “divide” 
frequent rains produce a luxuriant verdure | in the great val- 
leys, and good pine timber is found in great abunda nce. 


Grazing. 
Bat the feature of the plains of the most interest is the 


great advantage they offer as a grazing country. Although 
the grass is small and dries up in July and August, it. is of 
such nittritious quality that cattle of all kinds thrive and fatten 
upon it the year round, the snows of winter never covering 
the surface long enough to produce serious inconvenience. 
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Large herds of cattle from the immense trains that traverse, 
during the spring, summer and autumn, those greatest natu- 
ral roadways to ve found’ in the world, extending up the 
Piare and the Arkansas Rivers, from the Missouri to our 
Territory. are turne l out to graze on the p'ains, jaded and 
worn down in the autumn, and without having had any other 
feed unul spring, are found in good order, and many of them 
well fattened for the slaughter. I am satisfied that these 
plains, described ın the books and laid down on the ma ps as 
a vast desert, are better adapted to the raising of horses, 
mules, cattle and sheep than any other part of' our common 
country, the only expanse of raising stock here being that 
of herding. 


The innumerable herds of wild cattle or buffalo, and the 
droves of Indian horses, and the flocks of clk, antelope and 
deer that have subsisted by pasturage alone on these plains, 
from time immemorial, should have suggested the exceeding 
riéhdess of the grasses upon whch they fed, and prevented 
the blunder of publishing them asa desert. These plains will 
not only be capable of furnishing the stock and wool needed. 
for a dense population of the Territory, but also for a: large 
part of the people of the continent. l 


Agricultural Products. 

As to a home supply of agricültural produce, so important 
to the accumulation here of permanent wealth and populd.ion, 
the crops now standing on the farms in the valleys on the va- 
rious branches of the South Platte, Arkansas and Fontaine 
qui Bouille, affurd most encouraging prospects. In the latter 
valley alone, there will be produced this year, according to 
careful estimates, 25,000 busheis of wheat, 40,000 bushels of 
corn, and 20 000 bushels of potatoes, and other produce in 
proportion. The great profits of such crops, and the exceed- 
ing productiveness of those lands lying along the streams, I 
have no doubt will soon induce an agricultural production that 
will abundantly supply the home demand. 


Ty 


p x 


LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY OF COLORADO. 18 


PACIFIC RAILROAD. 

Congress just having passed a bill for a Pacific Rail Road, 
and the deep interest felt by the people of this Territory in 
reference to its location. might indicate the propriety of a ref- 
erence to the subject here But the question of location 
depending almost entirely upon the feasibihlity of routes 
through the Rocky Mountains, I could at this time say but lit- 
tle that would be satisfactory upon the subject. I hope in a 
few days to have a report of the survey now in progress, of 
the route through the Snowy-Range; by way of the Berthoud 
Pass, which I have placed under the direction of 'Surveyor 
General Case, to obtain facts and figures which shall form re- 
liable data, as to its feasibility, both for a wagon and a railroad 
route; and which may possess interest'enough to justify a 
special communication on the subject. 

In conclusion, I would give you the assurance of my 
hearty co-operation in every act that shall be for the interests 
of the masses of the people, and guard against injustice to or 
neglect of, any portion of them. 


JOHN EVANS. 
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